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“The Clean Water Act is an enigmatical 
piece of legislation. Filled with more 
sesquipedalian jargon than a year's 
subscription to any trade journal and a 
byzantine system of cross references, its 
cross references are virtually 
indecipherable.”

Citizens Coal Council v. U.S. EPA (6th

Cir. Oct. 2004)
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Chevron Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.

Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County v. C.O.E.

Whitman v. American Trucking Ass’n

Lucas v. South Carolina Coastal Council, Inc.

Lujan v. Defenders of Wildlife

Morrison v. Olson

Robertson v. Seattle Audubon Society

New York v. United States
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The Nixon Administration

1970
1972

Clean Air Act 

Federal Water 
Pollution Control 

Act Veto
NEPA

EPA
“Go Live Like A 

Bunch of Damned 
Animals”

“The environment is not a good political issue, only a good defensive one.”
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Haldeman Notes Phone Call with President, Feb. 9, 1971
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Haldeman Personal Notes, Meeting w/ President (6/27/71)
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Haldeman Personal Notes Meeting with President (7/23/71)
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Memorandum for File, President’s Meeting with Republican 
Members of the Senate Finance Committee (June 27, 1972)
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The “Environmental President”

BOSTON HARBOR

CLEAN AIR ACT 
AMENDMENTS OF 1990 

QUAYLE 
COMPETITIVENESS 

COUNCIL
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1989 1992
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1970 NEPA
1970 Clean Air Act
1972 Federal Water Pollution Control Act
1972 Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
1972 Noise Control Act
1972 Coastal Zone Management Act
1972 Marine Mammal Protection Act
1973 Endangered Species Act
1974 Safe Drinking Water Act
1974 Forest Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act
1975 Federal Coal Leasing Act Amendments
1976 Toxic Substances Control Act
1976 Resources Conservation and Recovery Act
1976 National Forest Management Act
1976 Federal Land Policy and Management Act
1976 Magnuson-Stevenson Fisheries Management Act
1977 Clean Air Act Amendments
1977 Clean Water Act Amendments
1977 Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
1978 Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act

Major Federal Environmental Protection Statutes Enacted During the 1970s



The Making of Environmental Law

Richard J. Lazarus



The Making of Environmental Law

Richard J. Lazarus



The Making of Environmental Law

Richard J. Lazarus

The Second Decade of Environmental Statutes
1980-1990

Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation & Liability Act  (Superfund)

Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act

Hazardous and Solid Waste Act Amendments of 1984
Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1986

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986
Water Quality Act of 1987

Medical Waste Tracking Act of 1988
Oil Spill, Pollution, Prevention Act of 1990

Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990
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Statute Statutes at Large

Clean Air Act of 1963 11 pages

Clean Air Act of 1970 38 pages

Clean Air Act of 1977 112 pages 

Clean Air Act of 1990 314 pages
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House LCV Scores 1971-2004
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Senate LCV Scores 1971-2004
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But it remains to be seen whether the 
promise of this legislation will become a 
reality. Therein lies the judicial role. * * 
*  Our duty, in short, is to see that 
important legislative purposes, heralded 
in the halls of Congress, are not lost or 
misdirected in the vast hallways of the 
federal bureaucracy.
Calvert Cliffs Coordinating Council v. US AEC (D.C. 
Cir. 1971 (Opinion by Judge Skelly Wright)
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Ruckelshaus

v.

Sierra Club

Blackmun

Personal 
Notes
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Environmental Law in the U.S. Supreme Court
October Term 2003

Alaska v. EPA

SFWMD v. Miccosukee Tribe

Bed-Roc v. U.S.

USDOT v. Public Citizen

Norton v. Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 

Cheney v. US Dist Ct

Engine Manuf v. SCAQMD
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The Graying of the Green
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